
What are antimicrobials?

Antimicrobials are substances that are designed to be toxic to certain organisms including bacteria, viruses, and 
fungi. They are commonly used in various materials to prevent mildew growth or the formation of odours from 
microbial activity (such as in some fabrics, paints, or upholstery). However, they are also used to kill or deactivate 
microbes (germs) in order to prevent disease spread.

Disinfecting sprays and wipes, hand sanitisers, and antibacterial hand soaps
are used to kill germs. Do these products contain antimicrobials?

Yes. Any product that promises to disinfect, sterilise, or kill germs, contains an antimicrobial substance.

How do i know that these types of products are effective?

The Biocidal Products Regulation (BPR, Regulation (EU) 528/2012) classifies antimicrobials as pesticides and 
therefore requires efficacy testing and registration of all materials that contain antimicrobials whenever a human 
health benefit claim is made.1

Can disinfecting sprays be used on Corian® Solid Surface and are they effective in killing germs?

Yes.2 When used per manufacturer instructions, most common disinfecting solutions are safe to use and highly effective.3

Is Corian® Solid Surface antimicrobial?

No. Corian® Solid Surface doesn’t contain antimicrobial substances. Rather, Corian® Solid Surface is a hard, non-
porous material which doesn’t promote the growth of microbes and allows for easy and effective cleaning and 
disinfection, using a variety of commercially available cleaning products.
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Can a surface with embedded antimicrobials be effective to fight germs?

There are numerous products on the market that have embedded antimicrobials and make germ killing claims, 
including: fabrics, carpeting, worktops, counters, plumbing fixtures, and door handles.

While intuitively these products seem like they would be effective, there is a lack of evidence that they actually 
improve human health and there are several concerns that have not been adequately addressed.

Here is a summary of key points:

1. There is virtually no evidence indicating that materials with embedded antimicrobial agents are effective in 
improving human health.4

2. There is growing concern over the creation of resistant microbes from using products with embedded 
antimicrobials.5

3. Further, there is concern over antimicrobials leaching out of or otherwise being displaced from materials,6 
contaminating the surrounding environment, and potentially causing unintended health effects.

4. There is concern that using products with embedded antimicrobials in the built environment will drive 
complacency amongst workers who are in charge of properly cleaning and disinfecting surfaces.7

5. Kaiser-Permanente, a leading healthcare provider in the United States, has banned the use of 15 specific 
antimicrobials in construction materials for their hospitals/health care facilities,8 to address concerns about 
mounting exposure to chemicals toxic to humans and the environment as well as the threat of drug-
resistant bacteria.

6. Many products with embedded antimicrobials are only effective against bacteria and not viruses.

7. Products with antimicrobials that make human health claims need to be authorised in accordance with the 
Biocidal Products Directive (Directive 98/8/EC) or the Biocidal Products Regulation (Regulation (EU) No 
528/2012) by each EU Member State or at the European Union level.

8. Routine and proper cleaning and disinfection of surfaces is among the strongest measures against microbial 
spread and Health Care Acquired Infections (HAIs).9, 10, 11

Can a photocatalytic material kill microbes?

A photocatalytic material has the potential to eliminate microbes.

What is important to understand is that this functionality can only work if there is enough direct UV-light. However, 
in an interior environment, there is very little to no UV ligh.

In addition, these processes are always tested under perfect laboratory conditions and over a long period of time 
like 24h.

ISO Standards only provide testing methods, without evidence of proven photocatalytic activity nor the minimum 
levels or threshold to achieve it.

Therefore a claim that a material is ISO certified according to photocatalytic standards is not valid.
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This information is based on technical data that DuPont de Nemours Inc. and its affiliates (“DuPont”) believe to be reliable, and is intended for use by persons having technical skill and at their 
own discretion and risk. DuPont cannot and does not warrant that this information is absolutely current or accurate, although every effort is made to ensure that it is kept as current and accurate 
as possible. Because conditions of use are outside DuPont’s control, DuPont makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, with respect to the information, or any part thereof, 
including any warranties of title, non-infringement of copyright or patent rights of others, merchantability, or fitness or suitability for any purpose and assumes no liability or responsibility 
for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information. This information should not be relied upon to create specifications, designs, or installation guidelines. The persons responsible 
for the use and handling of the product are responsible for ensuring the design, fabrication, or installation methods and process present no health or safety hazards. Do not attempt to perform 
specification, design, fabrication, or installation work without proper training or without the proper personal protection equipment. Nothing herein is to be taken as a license to operate under 
or a recommendation to infringe any patents. DuPont shall have no liability for the use of or results obtained from such information, whether or not based on DuPont’s negligence. DuPont 
shall not be liable for (i) any damages, including claims relating to the specification, design, fabrication, installation, or combination of this product with any other product(s), and (ii) special, 
direct, indirect or consequential damages. DuPont reserves the right to make changes to this information and to this disclaimer. DuPont encourages you to review this information and this 
disclaimer periodically for any updates or changes. Your continued access or use of this information shall be deemed your acceptance of this disclaimer and any changes and the reasonableness 
of these standards for notice of changes.

Corian® and the Corian® logo system are registered trademarks or trademarks of affiliates of DuPont de Nemours, Inc. Copyright © 2021 DuPont. All rights reserved. 

PLEaSE ViSiT oUr WEB SiTE: WWW.corian.UK or conTacT YoUr corian® rEPrESEnTaTiVE
For MorE inForMaTion aBoUT corian® SoLiD SUrFacE.
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